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y Agents of the U.S. Treasury
epartment are in possession
of transcripts of Wayne Cir-
cuit Court testimony of a
Detroit engineer who says he
was led through a “cloak-and-
dagger” adventure in -the
Republic of Singapore in 1969,
The “adventure,” according
‘to the engineer, Paul N,
‘Erickson, 54, involved impli-
cations of bribery of South
« Vietnam civilian officials and
even of Viet Cong guerillas to
assure the safe passage of sur-
plus war material out of South
Vietram. .

And, he says, it involved one
threat on his life.

‘Erickson’s testimony came
during a brecch of contract
suit - brought against him by
Pavl Van Hee, the man who
hired him to go to Singapore
to -act as operations manager
for Norton Private Ltd.

NORTON, - which operates
out of a small office at 20550
Vernier, Harper Woods, is
headed by Van Hee, -

Assistant U.S, Attorney

William C. ‘Ibershof had no °

Comment when asked if
federal agencies were review-

. ing Erickson’s testimony.,

But Judge Charles

aufman, who heard and dis-
missed ‘the breech of contract
suit, * said yesterday that a
man identifying himself asa
federal agent asked for and
Yeceived a copy of the tran-
script from his court Monday.

Erickson said in court he
-was hired by Van Hee in 1969
to go to Singapore to act as

‘Operations manager for

Norton,

- He was to be paid a salary
-of §35,000 a year, and he said,
;given a $12,000 a year expense
account, /

But Erickson said when he
and his wife, Lilian, arrived in
Singapore in mid-June, 1969,

is job — as outlined to him-
by associates of Van Hee—
“‘was quite different than what

was led to beligve.”

Instead of overseeing the
Procurement, packaging and

shipment of surAopriomed Por Release
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to Singapare, Erickson said, |

he was led through two days
of cloak-and-dagger meetings
- “that are something you read
about in adventure books.”

" UPON ARRIVAL in Singa-
, pore, Eri-“:on said, he was
met by (" TU Sek, g man
who' iden‘ified himself as Van
Hee’s business partne r.

Accompanying Chan was a '

Major Siet from the Singapore
. military, Erickson said,
Erickson said they told him
it was imperative  that he
charter a  small plang in
Saigon the next day angd fly
into the northern Séuth
Vietnam village of Qui
located in Vict Cong-controlled
territory about 20 miles west
of the ceastal city of Da Nang.
At Qui Nhon, Erickson said,
he was told to meet with sol.
diers of the Royal Army -of
South Korea who would be
guarding a store of surplus
war materiel, o
“They (Chan and Siet) told
me that the stuff wag being
stolent all the time and that it
had to be moved tg Da Nang
for shipment out,” Erickson.
said. '
He said the two men told
him that although the highway
to Da Nang was in Viet Cong
hands, he could assure safe
passage to the coast by brib-
ing the guerillas,

Although that discussion
shocked him, Erickson said,
there was more fo ceme the
next day when an associate of .
Chan’s, a K. H. Tan, took him
to the South -Vietnamese
embassy in Singapore to

obtain visas, export permits, -

an interpreter and laborers
for work in Qui Nhon.,

Erickson said during discus-
sien with one South Vietnam-
ese. embassy official, Tan
gave the man a package of
« American currency “appar-
ently to assure that everything
would go all right.”

AFTER THAT INCIDENT,
and after being told by Chan
and Siet that he would have to
fly into Vietnam the next day,
Erickson returned

his wife nearly hysterical.

iniricque,

His wife, Erickson said, had :

Nhon, -

St 15h3

b

received a telephone call from
a man “with a German or
Duich accent” who said
“‘. .. tell Mr. Erickson if .he
knows: what is good for his
health, he will be out eof the

country in the next 24
hours.” ™
The followingmoming

Erickson said, he and his wifa
left  Singapore for Seattle
because he was alraid, :

From Seattle, Erickson:
said, he telephoned Van Hee
at his Grosse Pointe Park
home,

“His first reaclion was to
ask me why I hadn't gene to
Bangkok (Thailand) and wait
for him there,” Erickson said.
in a court deposition.

After being told of what .

happened in Singapore, Erick-
son said, Van Hee said he
would “have to fly out there to
clean up the mess,” according
to the court deposition,
" Erickson said he never
heard from Van Hee again
until October, 1969, when Van
Hee sued him for breech of
Contract and asked Judge
Kaufman to order Erickson to,
Treturn all of the $19,000 Van -
Hee had advanced the engi-
neer, |

Erickson had repaid ahout
$9,000 -of the advance money
under an agreement with two
of Van Hee's employes,
according to the deposition.

In dismissing the breech of
Contract suit,-Judge Kaufman
ruled that Van Hee had no
basis to ,collec! the money
since, in effect, he had asked
Erickson to bribe the Viet
Cong — enemies of the U.S,
government,

ERICKSON said he s still
unsure of the arrangement )
Norton Private or its foreign
office,
had with the Singapore
ernment, o

But apparently, Erickson
said, Norton liad entered the |
high bid on surplus U.S. milj-
tary materiul for sale and was -
reselling it 1o Singapore.

Erickson said he never saw
any of the material Norton

gov-

hog"; CIAREPES:0160

catalogues printed by ‘the U5,

Norton TInternational, N
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office, most of it was rolling
stock. 7 :
Listed in the catalogues are
heavy trucks, buses, portable
gencrators, truck trailers,
hoists, electronic equipment
and some earthmoving equip-
ment. .

Van Hee, 43, was unavaila-
ble for comment yesterday,
and his own deposition in the
court record is vague about
what the Norton firm deals in.
.Van Hee and Erickson first
net as co-workers at Cadillac
Gauge Co., in Detroit, which
makes weapons for the U.S.
military.

Norton's office in Singapore
lists the firm’s business as
“explosives.”

~THE MAN now heading
Norton'’s Singapore office is
Bernard F. Wood, 39, who
Erickson believes replaced
him after his 1969 episode,

Wood told a Philadelphia
Evening Bulletin reporter in
Singapore last June that
Norton International also once
employed George Fassnacht,
38, who -was arrested last
summer in Philadelphia and
charged. with possession of a
basement full of arms, ammu- -

tion.
At the time of the interview
in Singapore, Wood refused to

. sav what Fassnacht .did for

Norton, saying it was ‘‘classi»
fied.”

Fassnacht, free on a $2,500
bond while waiting resumption
of his trial in Philadelphia on

the arms charge, was appar-
ently an international seller
and huver nf arms. ,

During the Singapore Inter-

" view, Wood, who reportedly

has a posh home in a Singa-
pore suburb, said he also"

works for the Singapore gov-

- ernment, but that his job there

is “classified.” =~ =

Fassnacht's wife, Janet, .
said at the time of her hus-
band’s arrest that he had told
her in" 1969 - that he was

e CIA,

TKGo46004 300049,
know either Fassnacht or :
Wood. .
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«covered the largest
anunitions cachs in the city's

nacht flitted

-sified,
Yo do wilth George except he
worked for Norlon .

HY .TOSE.‘-]VF. R, DAVUGHEN :
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1t is a long way from the

basoment of Eﬂa Rhawn st. o

the one-room office of Nor-
“ton Private Litd, in downtown

Singapore, but  George K.
Fassnacht has made the trip.

Fassnacht is the 38-year-old
Philadelphia  Police Depart-
nent ballistics expert turned
Agency
operative’ who wasg at‘restcd
Yhursdoy after authoritics un~
private
history in his F¥ox Chase
Lome,

Jenet Fassnacht, 33, and her

four daughiers from a pres

vious marriage had lived atop
‘the arsenal since May 29, 1968,
wha1 she married tha close-

~mouthed weapons collector,

Headed for Orient

Fassnacht, however, did not.
T'wo montns after the wed-

dug h* I"fr the four-Hedroom
bm,L twin home and headed
for the Orient 1o ply his pecu-
liar trade, He returned oaly
once--for about a month in
the winter of 1960,

Whie he was gone, Fass-
from Houng Kong
lo Saigon to Singapors, living
the twilight life of a man
whose occupation was intrigue
and whose source of ercnctn
was secrecy. Much of tha
intrigue and secrecy waz--and
is—centered “in the one-room.
office of Norion Privale Ltd.

Bernard F, Woods, 39, oper-
alions  manager of Norton
Private, sat at his desk in
vadpme aml cautiously dis-
cussed Fassnacht with a spe-
.cial | correspondent  of 'Ihe
“Rulletin, -
‘Trograra Direclor

“1 &m not gomg to mnc]nss
what Gzorge is,” Woods said.-
“I can't cxsdose it. It iz clas-
Iiy firm has nothing

Interna-

tloml and 1 am 011:plojuc’ by
tne zame firm."” |

Fassnacht worked for about
& year as ‘‘program director”
of Norton International Corp,,
of Harper Woods, Mich.,
which is affilisted with Norton
Private Iid, Both firms ap-
pear to be as mysterious as
Fassnacht,

Paul Morten Van Heeg, 44,

cpresident of Norton Interna-

tional, told The Bulielin in an
interview that hig firm is cn-
gaged in “managemont, mar-
keting ‘and consulting.”  ‘the
company was chartered on
Sept. 15, 1268, and last yenr
had saleg of  §175,000. Al
though it is pluum(-b‘" & nor=
mal business segking custom-
ers, Norton International does
not advertise in the  Yeliow
Pages, sald Van Hee.
Norton Private, in which
Van Hee said he bas  “an
equity position,” iz registered
m Singapore “to carry on the
ade or business of manufac-’
turezq of explosives, gun pow-
dm ervmy description, nitro-
Llycerine, nynrup ite, gun cot-

ton ‘or other substances or
things.” ‘ :

‘Can't Deseribie’ Business

“No:ion Priva te wag found-
ed Apxil 16, 1963, with a capi-
talization of ub“ut $1.6 million,
It has 70 cmployes, but only
three are in ‘s‘mnapme The
rest are in South  Vietnar.
Asked what business Norton
Private is engaged in, man-
ager Woods said:

Y1 can't very well describe
it. My boss brings people to-

gelner to do tasks. I work
fOr the local (Sin apoxv) gov-
erinr.ent, but v'hal Idois chxs-
sified.”

Behind Woods’ desk was a.
hronze plaque with an ins 5Crip-
tion that read in bart, “The
end of the [ight is a tomb-
stone’ white, with the name of
the 1ate dccm sed. , \Who tried
to hustle the .}.4(\ ------ udyard
Kipling,* :
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" Yassnacht’s fight wilh the
lav is not.yet ended, and
there are no known  {omb-
stones in the case. But what
is clear is that someonc was
trying to hustle something in
the Easl.
((‘”"l \"‘" Hig omain
Mrs, Fassnacht, interviewed

v police, said she could never
/ﬁmnczn'lbor when her basement

was nol crammed with muni-
tigns. Her hushand, she said,
was unyiclding on the subject
of the basnmont

“Ie explajned’ that 2]l the
pung and bullets -and
tions were his own pfnu.xal
business and that the cella
- wag his domain and we cou!d
‘uu anything we wanted in
any part ol the house, but the
celler vras his,” he said, Her
daughter (,\n'hll 14, was peor-
mitied to enter the basement
occasionally: .

“I used to go down the ccl-
dar with my Iather and clean
the bullets for hlm 50 t}.ny
would not get old”

Where did all the weapon
and  explosives, including
some manufactured 'in Com-
muuist: Chinx, come  from?
Some had }sccn in the Rhawn
st. home, and in the home of
friets, Tor years. Others had
béen shipped there from Jap-
an angd: other places,

Ho w did Fassnacht acquire
theen, and what wag  their
firzl destination?

““Some people like - pirls,
‘othess  like  booze,”  said
Waidda. “Gom"n likes' guns
and;collects 1hcm.”

All Familiav Wi Gtms‘

Fassnacht’s associales knew
all about guns, too. Van Hee
and  two other wmen—vice
president Joha . Corazzol, 33,

mii-

and secretary-treasurer Jamas '

M. Klodfrlter, 41--are the of-
ficers of Norton International.
Refate they formed Norton,
all {hrce men worked  for
Cadillac Gage Co. of Warren,

Mich.
-armored  vehicles,
guns and rifles, .

-Van Hee rcfused to say
what Fassnacht’s joh  was,
amt he would not discuss Nor-
100’s. business.
it would be “a very rash as-
sumption and a rash drama-
tizalion” 1o link his firm g
th" CIA,

Althou"h Van Hee describ-
ed his company as “not very
laige, a CIA agent scemed to
be faniliar with it. Told only
that Paul Van Jee had 10
fused to confinm or deny any
pessible wlnu(mmp with the
ClA, and withoul identifying
Van Hee' s-firm, the agent re-
piietl; “We have no relution-
ship with theat at all”

Vit srked Oul of Suigorr .,

I\Tl.\. Fassnacht told polica
that her husband was  em.
p]o_yed b3 the CIA when she
warried him 2nd e remsined

machine

a CIA employe [or two more

years, until about May 1970,

working out of S“x':on He

tu.(nu.xcnt to work for Nor~
Private, she said, althos gh

s and Van Hee say he
(m Norton Internationals
3 Uxplaining how she
;ut 1A touch with .hCl hnr hand,
Mrs. I«atsnadlt said:

“You ca ] the fong-distance

‘opeiator and {21l her you want

ulk to someons at MNorton
.Co. in Singapore.
My husband has had very
litiler contact with me and T
ha 7uno maiting address ex-
copt For the Normn Co. at 45
D-Robinson road, Singapore.
Mrs. Fassnachi used this
nﬂmnv address even thorgh
lios"mcht until carlier thlo
x'm(‘a Icaxcd 2 Tour-room flat
at 2§ Watien dnvc, also known
a5 Iuw in an upper-middic.
class negihiborhond of Singa-
pare peoplod mostly by Amer-
jeans, and Ll ‘opeans, ;

‘p"né‘ Xy ].xp'ctmf‘

Mrs. F assnacht,  whose
i» :uthcr formerly wa.s a delee-
brelin the Philadelphia Po-

g
I
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Cadillac-manufaclures ‘

He also said -

i
H
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{ Central Intelligence

.cavered the largest val
‘munitions cache iu the city's

. Private,

.clal “correspondent

-sified.
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G‘) 1571 The Bulietin Co.
1t is a Jong way from the

basement of o?o Rhawn st. 1o
the one-room office of Nor-

“ton Privale Ltd, in downtown

Singapore, but George E.
Fagsnacht has made Lhc trip.

Yassnacht is the 38-year-old
Philadelphiz  Police Deopart-,
nent ballislics expert turned
Agency
operative who was  arrested
Yhursday afier authorities un-
private
history in his Tox
hiome,

- Janet Fassnacht, 3.3, and her
'iom daughiers from a  pres
‘vious marriage bad lived atop
‘the arsenal since May 28, 1568,
wher she married the close-

Chase

smouthed weapons collector,

Yeaded {or Orient

" Fassnacht, however, did not,
Two montns after the wed-

dumg B2 ]"[I the four-Bedroom
brick twin home and headed
for the Orient te ply his pacu-
liar trade. He refurned only,
oncc-~1‘ov about a month in
the winter of 1%50.

Wh'h, he was pone, Fass-
narm flitted from Hong Kong
to Saigon to Singapore, living
the fwilight life of a an
whose vceupation was intrigue

and whose source of strength’

‘Wwag secrecy.  Much of that
intrigue and seerecy was—and

is--centered in the one-room.

office of Norton Private Ltd.
Bernard F. Woods, 39, oper-
ations manager of Norion
sat at his desk in
Singupore aml cautiously dis
cussed Tassnacht wilh a spe-
of The
Bulletin, .
‘Program Dircctor
“1 am not going to discloss
what George is,” Woods said.
“I can't disclose it.
My firm has nothing
1o do with George except he
viorke d for Io(um . Interng-,

. president of Norton Interna-’

It is clas-

Pii TR |

tional and I am employed by
the same firm."” | |

¥assnacht woiked for about
& year as “‘program dircctor”
of Norton Internatidnal Corp.,
of Harper Woods, Mich,,
which is affifiated with Norton
Private Ltd, DBoth firme ap-
pear to be as mysterious as
Fassnacht,

Paul Norton Van Hee, 4

tional, told The Bulletin in an
interview that hig firm is en-
gaged in “managemeont, mar-
keting ‘and consulting.”  ‘Tha
company wes chartered  on
Seph. 15, 1968, and last .year
had sales of  $175,000. Al
though it is presumably a nor-
mal businesg seeking custam.
crg, Norton International doog

not advertise in the  Yellow
Pages, saild Van Hee.
Naorton Pxivalo, in  which

Van Hee sald he has  “an
equity position,” is registered
in Singapore *“to carry on tie

Arade or business of manulac-'

turers of explosives, gun pove-
der of every ucscuptxon nitro-
plycarine, dynamite, gua cot-
ton or other substances ar
things,” '
‘Can’t Deseribe’ Business
“No:ton Privete was found-
ed Aprit 16, 1963, with a capi-
talization of about $1.6 million.
It hag 70 cmpm es, but only
three are in Smnapme The
rest are in South  Vietnam.
Asked what business Norton
Private is engaged in, man-
ager Woods said:

“I can’t very well deseribe

it. My bess brings people to-
gelher to do tasks. I work
for the local (Sing lpOl‘C) EOV-

erinnent, but whai I do is CZdS~'

sified.”
-Behind Woods' desk

tion that read in parl, “The
end of . the fight is a tombh-
stone’ white, with the name of
the 1ate dccc-aCr'd. . Whao tried
to hustle the Lash-Ruc Iyard
Kipling.' :

IO

was a-
bronze plaque with an inscrip-.

3

Yagsnacht's fight with the
law is not yct ended, and
there are no known  tomb-
stones in the case. But what
is clear is that someone was
tx ying to hustle gomething in

the 14%

Cellar \‘.as His Domain
“Mre, Fassnacht, interviewed

4 y police, said sbe could never
! [remember when her hasemént

was not crammed with muni-
tions.
was unyielding on

f the basement,

“He explained that all the
puns and bullets and  muvi-
tiorns were his own pfersona!
business and that the cella
“was his clfl win and we cou‘c‘
i do anyth ing we wanted in
any part ol the house, but the
cellzt vras his,” she said, ]]cl
daughter Cyn hm 14, was pet
mit cd to enter {
occasionally:

“I'used to go down the cel-
lar with my father and clean
the bullets for him so they
would ot get old.”

Where did all the we apo ns
and  explosives, including
‘some x'nnu‘actux"d in Corn
nunist- China, come  {ro=?
Some l:ad heen in' the Rhawn
st. honie, and in the home of
[riends, for vears. Others had
heen shipped there from Jap-
an and: olher places, ;

Howw did Fassnacht acquire
thern, and what was . their
fj_nial destination?

“MSome people like  girls,
“others  like * booze,”  said
Wodds.  “George likes guns
and-collects them.” )

Al Familiar With Guus

§ associales kuew
all about guns, too. Van Hee
and - two other men--vice
president John E, Corazeol, 35,
and secretavy-treasurer Jatnes'
M. Klodfclter, 4l--ure the of-
ficers of Norton International,
Refoic they formed Norton,
all thrce men  worked  for
Cadillac Gage Co, of Warren,

Ter husband, she said,
the subject

Fassnacht's

h‘f basement

Mich. . Cadillac-manufacturcs
~armwred  vehicles,
guns and rifles .

‘Van Hee refused to say
what Fassnacht’s jobh  was,

ud he would not discuss Nor-
ton’s, business,
it would be “a very rash as-
sumption and a rash drawna-
tization” io link his firm to
the CTA.

Althou oh Van Hee describ-
¢d his company as “nol very
laige, a CIA agent secmed Lo
be familiar with it, Told only
that Taul Van Hee had ro-
fused to confirm or deny any
possible 101(mc)'1‘nup with the
CIA, and without identifying
Van' Hed’s Tirm, the agent re-
phed, “We }.(.vc no relation-
ship with themt at all.”
Yorked Cut of Saigon .

‘Mra. Fassnacht (old police
that her husband was em-
‘:loyed b§ the CIA when she
married him and lie remalned
a ClA employe for two more
\‘(‘ms, until about May 1870,

machine

He also said -

working out of &.wm He

tm(n,'”ent to work for Nor-
ton Private, she said, although
is and Van Hee say he
»on Norton International's
violl,  Yxplaining how she
£0tin touch with hey hus band,
Mrs, Pa%smcht said: -
“You call the leng-distance
ommtor and tell her you want
q talls to soraeons at Nurton
d.-.Co, in Singapore.

~ My husband has had very
litile” contact with me and I
hfwo no maiting address ex-
cept for the Norlon Co. at 40
Do ‘Robinsen road, Singapore.

Mrs Ix;\smacht used  this
mailing address even though
Fassna cht until carlier this
ionth; lca sed g Tour-room flat
ai 28] Wallen dnvc, also known

a5 ]\159) in an upper-middie-

neginborhood of Singa-,
porg peopled mostly by Amer-
ic: m» and Burepeans,

is Lxpocting -

\ul,’:‘ Fassnacht,  whose
B xu '101' formerly was a detec-
in the Philadelphia  Po-

Approved For Release 2001/03/04 : CIA-RDP80-01601R001000130001-9




